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- FEES rg made for the better Main- 

tenance of the Poor ; I have not been able 
at all to determine, "27 IE the Author has 
been ſerious in 1 Per formance, or only in- 


tended to amuſe and miſlead the . 
Could any one imagine, when in his Sam, 


Page he 62. the ſuppoſed Author of 
the Remarks on the Laws relating to the 
Poor, that at the ſame time he was * 
and undermining that whole Piece ? pr 

Ving the Performance to be valuable; Ts 
yet firaining ſeveral particular * - 
frons, and wreſliing them to a Senſe, . 

are incapable of bearing This unfair 


: Method tends neceſſarily o the = 
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iv PREFAGE, © 


and Prejudicing of every one, that is unac- 
 quainted with the Remarks; and even of 
many, who, having but curſorily peruſed 
them, carinot fee how much they are” im- 
poſed upon by his Miſrepreſentations. . The 
Author, if he had had any Defire of appear- 
ing candid, ought particularly to have point- 
ed vt; in-his Firſi Page, whom he there 
means by ſome few Writers. But this Pro- 
reeding would have laid him under a Me- 
ceſſity of anſwering and diſproving what: the 
REMARKER has (a) advanced in Support of 
bis Propoſition ; namely, that the Laws re- 
lating to the Poor, are ſo defective, as to 
prevent the deſireable End for which they 
were ordained. This, probably from a Con- 


ſciouſneſs of his Inability to effect it, be has 
very artfully evaded. 3 
In order to reſcue that (b) Goon Man 
{the Author of the Remarks) from this ill 
Uſage, the Whole of that Pampblet, except 
a few Pages, is here reprinted; the Reaſon for 
enilting of which may 1 5 in the Copy. Mot 
that I would be under food to . approve 
F every Part of his Schemes ; ſo far from 
(a) See the Remarks,' from Page 7 to 14. 8 
- * (b) See Faſter's Characters of a Righteous and a Good 


Miu, Vol. I. p. 25. 
2 it, 
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n, I hall venture to differ from him in 
ſome Particulars ; and aff ion the EY for' 
char Difference, PA 

And the ExaminuR thinks it not improper, 
in this Place, to declare, that though he 3s at. 
no Laſs to gueſs at the Author, he is an en- 
tire Stranger to his Perſon ; and that whast 
demands his Approbation and Eſteem, is the 
diſintereſted Regard to the Publicl, and the | 
tender and benevolent Diſpoſition towards the 
Poor, which diſcovers itſelf in his umwearied 
and repeated Endeavours to promote their 
Relief and Embloy. 

As the Consiperen i vapue and loſe 
and in many Places unintelligible and in- 
conſiſtent ; it was likewiſe neceſſary to an. 
nex a Copy at large of that Vampblet; j5 
that the impartial Reader may the better 
judge of his Per formance, aud a Otferva- 
tions. 

What Inducements this Writer has had 
to treat this important Subject in ſo unbe- 
coming a manner, is hard to conclude. Mie 
will not pronounce it to have proceeded from 
private Friendſhip ; it. ſurely could not ariſe 
from the Love of his Country. Perhaps. 
he is of that hind of Diſputants, men- 
toned by Dean Swift, whoſe whale Delight, 

Az ule 


*- 


ſome few Paragr aphs i in char Pompl jo wan] || 
' ewhen he reflects, that, in order to have them 1 


theſe few Thoughts ; and when he is likewiſe 
and has teen very much of * PR by. 


— 
„% — . — 


vi PREPACE. 


Hr ths of a true Sportſman, is ir the Pure. 
; and be us more cares for the Truth, 
p ls the other for the Hare. | 

I. is”. Sept ile Reader twill. gs 
my having omitted to take any Notice _ 


having enlarged no more upon ſome others; 


ſeaſonable and ſerviceable, but a 7 
time could be allowed for throwing * 


informed, that — Author is at the ſame time, 


a ** of 1 * 


— 


AN IMPARTIAL 


EXAMINATION, &c. 


HE Author of the Confiderations, 
Kc. in his Preface, ſeems to agree 
with the Generality, in allowing 
the Juftneſs of the Complaint, that 
* the Expences in maintaini 
che Poor are great: That the 
Money raiſed for that Purpoſe 
<« is ill managed: That the Poor are, in many 
« Places, {till badly provided for; and the Publick 
te deprived of the ineſtimablè Value of their Labour.” 
He alſo obſerves, © there is now a greater Degree 
« of true Publick Spirit happily riſing among us, 
te and more Attention paid, than formerly, to Mat- 
© ters upon which the real Welfare of the Nation 
&© depends.” Yet, for all this, he applies all his 
Wit and Cunning to obſtruct the Succeſs of that 
Spirit, he ſo highly commends. This will be ſuffi- 
ciently proved in its proper Place. He then would 
endeavour to ſpirit up the Landed Gentlemen 
more diligently to turn their Thoughts towards a 


A 4 right 


1 FORE: 


ri ht Empl ployment of the Poor, and to: give. 4 Nite! 
their Time to ſuch Matters; ; it being for their 
Intereſt as much as for their Honour, heartily to 
engage in the good-Government of the People; a8 
well to ſee that the Poor are rightly employed, and 
well provided for, as to reſcue themſelves from the 
Dutch Reproach, That a Gentleman and an Idle- 
man are {ynonymous Terms. And further, to en- 
force this, he aſcribes to the Neglect of this Duty, 
the great Cauſe of the Evil complained of. For 
(ſays he) if the whole Care of the Poor be put 
upon Perſons, who have neither Time, Capacity, 
« -Authority; nor (as to many of them) ſufficient * 
e Integrity, for the Purpoſe; you may make 
de what Laws you wall, they wal never E eee 
«the End. 
From this pompous Preparation we are led to 
expect ſomething more important and effectual, 
than what the Author here deſcends to: It might be 
expected, that the Labour of the Poor ſhould be no 
longer loſt, and they better maintained; but, alas! 
he contents himſelf with only ſaying, Moſt Gen- 
ceſtlemen then be Overſeers of the Poor, and Pariſh- 
18 Officers? No, ſays he, they muſt intereſt . 
« ſelves in the appointing proper Officers; in the 
CC: inſpecting their Behaviour, and their Accounts; 
«<.and in enjoining and enabling them to ſet u 
| « Workhouſes.” As to the appointing proper of. | 
| ficers, and inſpecting their Accounts, it is to be 
i preſumed that moſt Gentlemen, who relide in the 
| 
| 


» 
= 
— — — — — — v———————_—_—_ 
. a * 


— — — — 


— — — 
—— — 


—y]— ——.——— — — — 
—— 


e OO YO O_o 
. * 


— 
— — 


— ————_—p—_ 


—— — — 


| Country, already engage themſelves ſo far: And 

| thoſe who do not, there is little Reaſon to ſappole 
1 they will exert themſelves more hereafter (notwitH- 

1 ſtanding all he has ſaid) than they have hitherto 

[hl done. As to the other Part of his Propoſal, which 
| relates to the Erecting of Workhouſes, and the 
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Employment of the Poor; under the prefent Paro: 
chial Limitations, the End propoſed cannot be an- 
ſwered, becauſe in many Pariſhes the Propoſal, can- 
not be carried into Execution: As is fully explained 
by the Reſolutions of the Houſe of Commons, the 
13th of Juue laſt; where it is declared to be the 
Opinion of that Honourable: Houle (e), “ That 
« many Pariſhes are too ſmall ſeparately to raiſe. a 
* Stock, ſufficient wherewith to employ the 
e Poor, to any Advantage.” 

As to his Aſſertions, that © the great Cauſe of the 
« Evil complained of, has been wrongfully aſcribed 
©« to a Defect in the Laws; and that make what 
4 Laws you will, they will never anſwer the End, 
c. if the whole Care of the Poor be put upon Per- 
* ſons, who have neither Time, Capacity, Autho- 
© rity, nor (as to many of them) ſufficient Inte- 
« ority, for the Purpoſe; this is, in truth, the 
grand Queſtion. under Conſideration : It is prop 
therefore to examine the Premiſes themſelves, before 
the Juſtneſs of his Concluſion drawn-from them can 
be admitted; and we ſhall ſee, that the Complaints 
have been july aſcribed to a Defect in the Laws; 
and that Laws may be enacted which u anſwer 
the End. Nay, the Author ſeems to own the 
Force of this Argument, as is evident from his own 
Words. It may be preſumed (ſays he) from the 
* preſent Spirit of Benevolence and Charity among 
* the People of Britain, that mere Indolence 
among the Men of Fortune is not the chief 
© Cauſe that counteracts their natural Humanity, 
« and prevents their engaging in the good Work 
«© propoled. May it not rather (he aſks) be aſ- 
* cribed to their thinking it would be to no pur. 
* poſe for them to act, and that it is out of their 
(e) See Conſtdprations, &c. page 26, | 


* — 


« Power 


| [ 10 ] 
«© Power to do aiy Good under tlie preſent * ; 
« which are ſaid not only to be ill executed, but 
« wrong in their Foundation, and not capable of 
e being put into ſerviceable Practice? 

Before we take Leave of his Preface, it may not 
* amiſs to obſerve, That in the laſt Paragraph, 
the Author acquaints us, « the Buſineſs of his fol- 
© lowing: Papers is to ſhew, that the Laws now 
ce ſubſiſting relating to the Pbor, are fundamentally 

ce good; and, with ſuch ſmall Improvements and 
«, Alterations, as the Change of Times and Circum- 
e ſtances makes neceſſary, will effectually anſwer 
the excellent Purpofes deſigned ; provided. that 
c Perſons of Rank and Subſtance will give ſome 
6 Countenance and Authority towards their Sup- 
< port.” Now it is not poſſihle to find out, upon 
the moſt careful Examination, how or where the 
Author has performed his Engagements; or, where 
he has ſuggeſted thoſe neceſſary Alterations, which 
the Change of Times and Circumftances requires; 
or, indeed, how Perſons of Rank and Subſtance 
are to be obliged to give Countenance and Autho- 
rity towards the Support of the Laws. 

Nor muſt: it be omitted, that, notwithſtanding 
his · Objections to the Hands on whom the Care of 
the Poor at preſent reſts, and his Complaint that 
the Publick are deprived of the ineſtimable Value 
of their Labour; it no-where, appears that he has 
propoſed any rational Scheme for the Remedying © 
of either, 

Having thus examined the Preface, we now pro- 
ceed to take a View of the Book itſelf. 7 

The ConsIDERER, at his firſt ſetting out, havin 


* 


mentioned the 43d of Queen Elizabeth, an 


diſtinguiſhed it in 1falicks, as a Statute for main- 
NT | | taining 


9 N 


| | [ Ix J 
fainin an employing .. the Poor ; leſt the Reader 
ſhould thereby be led into an Opinion, that this is 
the real Title of the Act, we are called upon to 
inform him, that the 43d of Queen Elizabeth is 
intitled, An AF for the Relief of the Poor. Whe- 
ther this Miſtake of the Author was owing to Ig- 
norance or Intention, we leave others to judge. 
Inſtead of proceeding to the Proof of his Pro- 
poſition, That tbe Laws in being are fundamentally 
good, &c. the ConSweRen flies off to the Attack of 
the Remarks, &c. (though he has not been ſo ge 
nerous as to: confeſs it) in which the Author have- 
ing lamented the ill Succeſs of a Bill for the better 
Relief of the Poor, by voluntary Charities, which 
paſſed the Houſe of Commons in 1747. he ſays, 
(4) © He is almoſt convinced, that, if all the preſent 
« Laws relating to the Poor were aboliſhed, and a 
te Law were to ſubſiſt for the Relief of the Poor by 
voluntary Charities, ' it would be an adequate 
e Proviſion ; and that, in no long Space of Time, 
e Rate for the Poor would be as unneceſſary as it 
ewas before the Reformation.” 
Now we appeal to the Reader, to determine whe- 
ther, from the Paſſage here quoted, the CoxsrokREx 
had ſufficient Reaſons for ſo poſitive an Aſſertion, 
as that (e) ſome few Writers have been ſo much of 
fended at the Laws in being, that they have expreſſed 
a. Deſire to have them all aboliſhed, and the Poor 
left to random Charity. For ſurely it is one thing 
to declare an Opinion, and another to expreſs a 
Defire. And; beſides, the Bill propoſed was to be 
regarded only as an Aid to the eſtabliſhed Laws; as 
it did not meddle with any Law now in being, nor 
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(a) See Preface to the Remarks viii 
(e) See Conſiderations, page 1. OP - 
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ſucceeding Paragraphs; but, having deſtroyed the 


121. 
rake the leaſt Alteration in any one Thing at pre. 


ſent eſtabliſhed (f).. 
And on this falſe Bottom hs builds the ſeveral 


Foundation, the Superſtructure falls of Courſe. 
He (g) then proceeds to what is entirely foreign 

to the Purpoſe ; becauſe, as our ExpeQations are 

built on the Reſolutions of June 1751. we ſhould. 


wait to ſee what Laws may be propoſed in conſe- 


_—_ of thoſe Reſolutions : We have no Autho- 

rty to conclude, that what is recommended by 
Judge Hale, Sir 'Fopab Child, or any others, is to 
be the Reſult of the Reſolutions of 1 FI.; and it 
had been time enough to have objected, when ſuch. 
Bills had been brought in. Whereas, to anticipate 
the Determination of the Legiſlature is a Liberty, 
one would imagine, not very fafe ; at leaſt it is a 
Behaviour not very decent. 

. (b) After this, how abſurd is he in his Notions, 
and falſe in his Aſſertions, when he would lead 
us into an Opinion, that a greater Likelihood of the 
parochial Inſtitution's ſucceeding, may be made ap- 

r even from the Reaſon of Things ! How ab- 
ſurd, I ſay, as well as falfe, is he, when-the long 
Experience of ſo many Years has indiſputably 
evinced the contrary ! If the preſent Eſtabliſhment 
is ſo ſufficient, why has it hitherto failed of Succeſs ? 
From Means fo effectual, why is not the End ob- 
tained ? If the Proviſion is 16 competent, why arc 
the Poor ſtill deſtitute both of Maintenance and 
Employ ? The Cauſe remaining, will the Effects be 
altered ? And, the Laws continuing the fame, how 


Y See Preface to the Remarks, page viii, 
g) Sce Confiderations, page R | 
( Jbid.. 
can 


2 8 { 131] 
can we expect the Benefits will be greater ? Tu 
Reaſonableneſs of which Reflections is ſo on | 
that they did not eſcape the Notice even of the 
CoNSIDERER. 3s 

And they likewiſe coincide ; with the Sentiments 
of Sir Joſſab Child; whoſe Arguments it would 
have been more incumbent on the Cons1DErER to 
have confuted, and have removed the Objections 

raiſed by that Author to the Laws in being, ere 

he had attempted to oppoſe and condemn any ſub- 
ſequent Scheme, 
The valuable Diſcourſe of Sir Joſab Child is 
now before me; and his manner of treating this 
Subject is ſo maſterly, and ſo very appoſite to the 
preſent Caſe, that I need make no Apology for 
tranſcribing from it a Page or Two. 

(i How comes it to paſs (he aſks) that in 
% England we do not, nor ever did, comfortably 
4e maintain and employ our Poor? 

„The common Anſwers to this Queſtion (he 
& fays) are Two. 

** 1. That our Laws to this Purpoſe are as good 
as any in the World; but we fail in the Execu- 
tion. 

« 2, That formerly, in the Days of our pious 
# Anceſtors, the Work was done ; but now Cha- 
« rity is decreaſed : And that is the Reaſon we ſee 
te the Poor ſo neglected as now they are, 
In both which Anſwers (I humbly conceive) 
e the Effect is miſtaken for the Cauſe : For though 
te it cannot be denied, but there hath been, and is, 
* a great Failure in the Execution of thoſe Statutes 

_ * which relate to the Poor; yet, I ſay, the Cauſe 


(i) See the gad and following Pages of S r Joſiah Child's Diſ- 
Ma of Trade, &c, printed 1698, 
« of 


1.2401 

« of that Failure hath been — by Defect 
of the Laws themſelves. ' 

% For otherwiſe what is the Renſon,thatcin-our 
t late times of Confuſion and Alteration, wherein 
« almoſt every Party in the Nation, at one time or 
« other, took their Turn at the Helm, and all had 
* that Compaſs (thoſe Laws) to ſteer by, and yet, 
© none of them could, or ever did, conduct the 
« the Poor into a Harbour of Security to them; and 
« Profit to the Kingdom? i. e. None ſufficiently 
* maintained the Im potent, and employed the In- 
digent amongſt us: And if this was never done 
in any Age, nor by any Sort of Men whatſoever 
in this Kingdom, who had the Uſe of thoſe Laws 
© now in Force, it ſeems to me a very ſtrong Ar- 
«« gument, that it never could, nor ever will be done 
* by thoſe Laws; and that conſequently the De- 
s fe& lies in the Laws themſelves, not in the Men; 
* 7, e. thoſe that ſhould put them in Execution. 
© As to the Second Anſwer to the aforeſaid Que- 
e ſtion, wherein want of Charity is affigned for 
another Cauſe, why the Poor are now fo much 
4 neglected, I think it is a ſcandalous ungrounded 
* Accuſation of our Contemporaries: For moſt that 
* I converſe with, are not ſo much troubled to part 
* with their Money, as how to place it, that it may 
dc do Good, and not Hurt, to the Kingdom: For 
&« if they give to the Bepgars in the Streets, or at 
* their Doors, they fear they may do Hurt, by 
* encouraging that lazy unprofitable kind of Life : 
And if they give more than their Proportions in 
their reſpective Pariſhes, that (they ſay) is but 
“giving to the Rich; for the Poor are not ſet on 
« Work thereby, nor have the more given them; 
" but oaly * 1901 Neighbours pay the leſs. 85 


ROD L351 
„J write not this (ſays he) to divert any Man 


« from Works of Charity of any Kind: He that * 


4 gives to any in Want does well; but he that gives 
« to employ and educate the Poor, ſo as to nder 


« them uſeful to the Kingdom, in my Judgment, 


% does better. 9 
« The Second Queſtion then is, Wherein lies the 


« Defect of our preſent. Laws relating to the 
«c Poor: 7 

„I anſwer,. That 1 may be many; Va 1 
ce ſhall here take notice of One only, which I think 
« to be fundamental, and which until altered, the 
« Poor in England can never be well provided for, 
ce or employed; and that when the ſaid funda- 
« mental Error is well mended, it is almoſt impo(- 
« ſible they ſhould lack either Work or Mainte- 
„ nance. x 

« The ſaid radical- Error I efteem to be the 
leaving it to the Care of every Pariſh to main- 
« tain their own Poor only; upon which. follows 
« the ſhifting off, ſending or whipping back the poor 
© Wanderers to the Place of their Birth, or laſt 
© Abode; the Practice whereof I have ſeen many 
% Years, in London, to ſignify as much as ever it 
“e will, which is juſt nothing of Good to the King- 
« dom-in , or the Poor thereof; though it 
6 be ſometimes, by Accident, to ſome of them, a 
& Puniſhment without Effect; I ſay without Ef. 
&« fect, becauſe it reforms not the Party, nor diſ- 
s Poſeth the Minds of others to Obedience; which 
& are the true Ends of all Puniſhment. 

« If it be here retgeted upon me, that, by my 
« own Confeſſion, much of this Miſchief happens 
te by the non, or ill, Execution of the Laws; I 


4 ſay, Better Execution than you have ſcen, you 
| cc « muſt 


% 


| 
| 
| 
| 


* * 4 | * 


| | * We * 4 E. ; 6 13 | 
% muſt not expect; and there was never 4 good 
& Lau made that was not well executed; the Fault 


* of the Law cauſing a Failure of Execution.” 


The Author of the Remarks, &c. having made. 


fuch large Quotations from the Lord Chief Juſtice 


Hale, £ {hall extract but little from him; yet I 


cannot however omit what he ſays in his Preface 


DIS... 
« A due Hes for the Relief of the Poor is an 


c Act; 
* x, Of great Piety towards Almighty God, who 


requires it of us. 

* 2. It is an Act of greateſt Humanity among 
* Men. Mercy and Benignity is due to the very 
<< Beaſts that ſerve us; much more to thoſe that 
« are Partakers of the ſame common Nature with 


oo ng | 
It is an Act of great civil Prudence, and 


A . Wiſdom.“ 

He afterwards cloſes his Preface with declaring, 
That he ſhall conſider, principally, theſe things : 

<« 1. What Proviſions there are already ſettled 
« by the Laws, in Force, for the Relief and Em- 
* ployment of the Poor. 

2. Wherein the Defe&s are, in relation to-thoſe 
* Laws or Proviſions ; and the, Conſequences there- 
ec of. 
3. What may be thought a convenient Supply 
« of thoſe Defects ; and the Conſequences of juch 
Supplies.“ 

For the Diſcuffion of theſe Three Heads, I 
refer the Reader to his Diſcourſe — Provi- 


ſion for the Poor (9. n 
avifig 


(4) See Page 113 of Sir Matthew Hale's Diſcourſe touching 
Proviſion for the Poor; hgund up with his Pleas of the Crotun; 


Printed 1716. 


wennn +. a 
Having ſelected theſe ſeveral Paſſages from the 
afore· mentioned Works, the Cons1DzrER will find 
it neceſſary to diſprove the many and ſtrong Argu- 
ments which in them, and in the Remaris from 
Page 7. to 13. ſo forcibly make againſt him, before 
he can expect from the Publick any Attention to 
his wild and viſionary Schemes, or any Approbation 
of his Piece : For, at preſent, inſtead of proving by 
Argument, he amuſes only with bare Aſſertions; 
and if an Tp/e dixit is to be admitted for fair Rea- 
ſoning, his Performance is moſt inſtructive, ratio- - 
nal, and convincing, | 1 

1 It is to be wiſhed the Cons1DER ER would 
explain what he means by the Term SUBOR- 
"SOiNnarez; it being certainly againſt Truth, to 
affix that Epithet to parochial Diviſions ; which, 
under the preſent Eſtabliſhment, are all diſtinct 
V ittricts, detached from each other, and dependent 
upon none. Perhaps he ſecretly approves of the Pro- 
Fpoſal he would ſeem to oppoſe ; and would here 
ecommend the erecting ſeveral Workhouſes for the 
Poor, and having them all ſubordinate to their own 
Counties. | x 

In order to ſtrengthen his Aſſertion concerning 
e Reaſonableneis of the eſtabliſhed Proviſion, he 
(aerts, (/) we have lived under it near Two Cen- 
Hories. 2 

IF The Author here is much miſtaken in his Cal- 
lation; for, from the Enacting of the 43d of 
oeen Elizabeth, to the Publication of his Pam- 
Ihlet, there are no more than 150 Years: And he 
$9» ould do well to conſider, that the Law ſubſiſted 
nly between 60 and 70 Years before it was found 
eficient : That upwards of 80 Years it has been 
"JF (/) See Conſiderations, &c. page 3. | 


| FEY 7 18 4 Ty 
FETs and Propoſals made for enlarging 4 | 
Diſtricts, 
With what Authority then can he advance, that 
the Propoſal of enlarging the Diſtrifts, is new and 
anuſual, and not founded in — ; when both the 
Impeachment and fal are evidently as old as 
the T Times of Sir Fofiah Child and Lord "Chief Juſ- 
tice Hale, whoſe —— may be ſu tely eſteemed 
not inferior. to that of the 'Cons1yEreR ? | 
When he commends the (m) Thrift and Frogality 
i of the Pariſh- Officers, he ſurely forgot, that a little 
before, in his Preface, he had ſuppoſed, that (n) the 
whole Care of the Poor might be put upon Petſons 
| who have neither Time, Capacity, Authority, nor M 
[ (as to many of them) ſufficient a for the 
ZZ 4 
= The next % Paragraph Neulebe us with a Sug- | 
| geſtion of the Author, which he would aſſign as a 
Reaſon, why, after the Repreſentations of Judge '} 
Hale, Sir Fofiah Child, &c. and the Reſolutions I 1 
the Houſe of Commons in 1735. nothing was done 
in purſuance of them. Now, it does not appear to 
me, that this Buſineſs was ever under the Conſider- 
ation of the Houſe of Commons till the Year 1735, ² 
and why it then failed of Succeſs, is very fully ac- Þ 
counted "for i in the Preface to the Remarks. | 4 
(2) After enumerating, in the ſame Page, many 
imaginary Difficulties, he concludes with an unbe- 
coming Reflection on the Gentlemen that favour 
and eſpouſe what he calls the new Scheme: And, 
"with no ſmall Degree of Self-ſufficiency, he im Por 


i < m) See Confiderations &c. page 4. | 7 | 
(.) See Preface to the Conſiderations, &c. page „ 
= (%) See Conſiderations, &c. page 4. 
* (p id. 


WM... "NY 
* 
the 
. 


e 
the Propoſal of ſuch a Scheme to their Neglect of 
the Care of the P oor, and their Unacquaintance 
vith the practical Object. ne 805 
This, ſurely, is taking from the Merits of thoſe 


| | great and worthy Men, who have propoſed the Al- 


teration, only to arrogate a larger Share to himſelf. 
It is inſinuating, that his own Knowlege of, and 
Attention to, theſe Matters, has ſaved him from 
joining with them, in the . entertaining;a- Thought 
of a Scheme, that muſt be attended, as he ſuggeſts, 
with Inconveniencies ſo many and grievous. 
But this Sappoſition is not more unbecoming than 
erroneous; becauſe the Situation of the Favourers 
of the Scheme has not removed them from the 
practical Object: And it is from their thorough In- 
ſight into the Defects of the preſent Laws, that 
they have laid the Blame in the right Place. 
kl Self- experience has any Weight; the Author 
of theſe Examinations has been many Vears in the 
Commiſſion of the Peace for the Counties of Mid- 
dleſex, Surry, and Kent, and has been ever of his 
preſent - Opinion; becauſe he has frequently been 
Witneſs to the Inſufficiency of the Laws, with re- 
gard both to the Maintenance and Employ of th 
Poor. 8 | F 
He has often ſeen the Poor applying for an Increaſe 
of their weekly Allowance: from the Pariſh-Officers; 
and though an Addition has been made by Order of 
WF Juſtices (as far as the great Charge of the Poors 
Nate would permit them), yet, even then, conſidering 
their Circumſtances and Numbers in Family, it has 
been too ſcanty for their Support. 
He has known miſerable Wretches, who, though 
ſo ſpent with Illneſs, as not fit to be removed from 
a Bed, have yet been haraſſed about from Juſtice to 
5 11177; 4 


„ 


ſequence of 1 Settlements, and the preſent 
: | | 


4 * * 
. * 
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Juſtice, in order only to the Signing an Order 


their Removal. Another diſtreſsful and cruel Con- 


Method of Removals ! + 7 5 | 
But theſe Hardſhips the ConsIDtERER believes 


are unknown to the Generality ; and tho' they poſ- 
| -fibly. could not eſcape his Penetration, yet he would 
exert his utmoſt to prevent their Redrelſs, 


In the ſucceeding Paragraph we meet with 


an Aſſertion as wrong as the foregoing : He tells us, 


that the InDUsTRIOuUs Poor ſeem to be quite for- 
got; their Names are never mentioned, nor their 


-Intereſt thought of, in any of the new Schemes. 
He ſeems to be entirely unacquainted with the Sen- 
timents of Sir Joah Child, who, in ſpeaking of the 
Advantage to the Kingdom in general, and to the 


Poor in particular, that will accrue by a Society of 


Men (he had been propoſing to eſtabliſh) more 
than is injoined by the Laws at preſent, obſerves, 
(7) © That the Aſſembly will doubtleſs appoint 
„ ſome of their own Members to viſit and relieve 


« ſuch as are ſick, as often as there ſhall be Occa- 
& ſion, together with poor labouring Families (which 
* 71} mean the Induſtrious) both in City and Sub- 
““ urbs.” | | 

And beſides—fince- he has already acknowleged | 
the Remarks, &c. to be a valuable Performance, and 
from many ſtrong Alluſions, particularly in the Caſe 


of the (s) Briſtol Scheme, it appears, he muſt be 


thoroughly acquainted with them, how can he juſ- 
tify himſelf in aſſerting what is ſo directly contrary 


to ſome diſtinguiſhing Paſſages in that Pamphlet? 


(7 See Confiderations, 


| page 8. a : | 2 
| (r) See the g6th Page of Sir Jgſſab Child's Diſcourſe on Trade, 


printed 1698. 
() See Conſiderations, &c. page 17. and 18, 


In 
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In his intended Proviſion for the Poor, the R- 
MARKER pays the INDUSTRIOUS a particular De- 
ference: (7) © As to thoſe, he ſays, who are able to 
«- labour, tis reaſonable to diſtinguiſh them ac- 
<« cording to their Merit, and ſeparate the Innocent 
« from the Guilty therefore. there ſhould be a 
« Houſe of Correction, where Criminals ſhould be 
e confined to hard Labour, as well as a Workhouſe 
« for the reſt of the Poor, who are honeſt and in- 
© duſtrious. And again, ( © The Third Build- 
ee ing. in each Diftrict is the Workhouſe ; a Place 
«© where all the honeſt and induſtrious Poor are to 
« find Employment.” 

Nay, ſo far from neglecting, that the ſame Au- 
thor propoſes, the Corporation (w) © ſhould have a 
Liberty (where they ſaw it convenient) to relieve 
Hor employ a poor Family, and ſuffer them to 
e refide in any other Part of the Diſtrict.” Are 
the InpusTRIoOuUs Poo then quite forgot? Where 
is there room for any Deſpondency ? or how can they 
think they will n no longer have a Home? 

The next Particular to be conſidered, is the Rea- 
ſon aſſigned, why (x) the Poor are better taken 
Care of, and all kinds of Complaints relating to 
them leſs, in the City of London, than in the Out- 
Pariſhes, and in Weſtminſter. He informs us, it is 
becauſe the Pariſhes in the City are ſmaller, and 
there are more Officers, and more Magiſtrates, who 
do their Duty there, than in the other Parts. It is 
allowed, that the Pariſhes in the City are ſmall; and 
in Honour to the Magiſtracy it muſt be ſaid, the 


t) See the Remarks, &c. page 35. 
(u Ibid. page 40. 
{w) Ibid. page 2. 
(x) See Conſiderations, &c. page 5, 6. 
1 Officers 
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| Officers do their Duty 5 my is not all'; 2 
the Smallneſs of the 55 the Kind of Whabie⸗ 
ants is to be likewiſe confidered; who are, in ge- 
neral, Men of Wealth and Subſtanee; and, being 
much ſtreightened for Room themſelves, little or 
none is left for the Inhahitancy or Harbour of the 
lower Kind of People; who are therefore neceſſarily 
obliged to reſide in the Out-Parts, whete the Pa- 
riſhes are more extenſive, and the Rents eaſier. 
 _ Though it is confeſſedly true, that in fome Parts 
of the City many Houſes are untenanted ; yet they 
are every- where too high-rented to admit ſuch Per- 
ſons as can properly come under the Denomination 
of oor, or the Harbourers of them. 

We muſt not paſs over the high Terms he 
, in, of King Alfreds Days; E if we com- 
pare what he here <A with That he has obſerved 
in another Place, we ſhall not only find him a little 
inconſiſtent, but his Propoſal idle and abſurd, 
() In Page 7. he ſpeaks of the Excellence of 
Queen Elizabet, s Law, as a Step towards the old 

Method, which wrought the good Effect in King 
Alfred's time ; and yet ſa) in Page 25. he tells us, 
that half the Lands were in that Queen's Reign a 
Foreſt, and miny of the poorer Sort in them as wild 
and as uſeleſs as Indians: That ManufaQures were 
in their Infancy ; and that ſhe wanted to drive theſe 
wild People into Towns, where they might be em- 
ployed in Trade, and not live in Huts hke High- 
landers. 

Now, it this picture be juſt, how much worſe 
muſt we ſuppoſe would be the Deſcription of the 


) See Conſiderations, &c, Page 67 77 8. 

2) Bid. page y. 

(a) Ibid. page 25. | 
Inha- 


ks of this Ifand, ſo long before as the Days 
of Alfred? And if in the Reign of Queen Elizabeth 


ſuch Inſtances of Rudeneſs and Barbariſm are to be 


met with, it would be no great Happineſs to return 


fo that Eſtate, which was maintained ſa many Cen- . 


turies preceding. 

What follows concerning (3) Switzerland and 
Holland, is ſo obſcure, that, until it is made intel- 
lügible, it cannot be anſwered. 

As to the Polity of (c) China and Japan, in which 
the decennary Scheme, like that of King A/fred, - 

is ſaid to be in Uſe; it is to be wiſhed the Cons1- 
DERER would favour us with an Eſtimate of what 
the Salaries would amount to, of his (d) little Army 
of Officers to be appointed for the Care of the 
Poor of a whole County, carried into one Place, 
(which i is a Scheme of his own) ; and compare it with 
an Eſtimate of the Charge to be introduced by his 
other (e) Scheme, founded upon the Uſage of the 
Chineſe, Fapaneſe, and our Saxon Anceſtors. 

But we muſt return back to examine the /) Ob- 
ſervations he makes on many other F aults found 
with our preſent Statutes, 

(g) In Anſwer to what the m0 has 
advanced in the Matter, about Certificates, he muſt 
be referred to the (5) Remarks, where that Author 
has very fully and ſufficiently ſpoke to this Point. 


) See —— &c. page 7. 
(c (4 Ibid. page 8 
(4) Ibid. page 4. | ' 
Ibid. from Page 12. to the latter End of Page 16, 
7 Ibid. page 8. 


g) bid. page q 
V See the Raperds, &c, from Paze 8. to the End of Page . 
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: "The next 8 he would 8 to ſupport, 
is, the (i) Law-ſuits about Appeals: And, in order 
to it, he repreſents the Expence and Trouble to be 
much leſs than they are generally imagined, But 
how deluſive, and ill-grounded, his Repreſentations 
are, may be clearly ſeen from the aforeſaid Re- 
marks (&). | . 

And the ConsiorkER is called upon to declare 
by what Authority he can ſay, (J) * tis to be que - 
' * ſtioned, whether any One Path in England had 
« not rather the Laws ſhould continue as they are, 
| © than be barred of the Right of Appeal againſt the 
* Order of any Two Juſtices whatſoever.” He is 
called upon, I ſay, to declare what Authority he has 
for this Aſſertion; when it is notorious, that the 
Right of Appeal does not lie in the Pariſh, but only in 
the Pariſh-Officers; and, through their Ignorance or 
Partiality, they often take ſuch Steps as draw on 
large and unforeſeen Expences. 

In the Preface to a Collection of Statutes at large, 
concerning the Proviſion for the Poor, it is juſtly 
_ obſerved, that © the (n) Pariſh-Officers in England, 
being generally deprived of the Knowlege of the 
« Statutes relating to the Poor, have frequently com- 
“ mitted great Miſtakes in the Execution of their 
Offices, to the no ſmall Damage of the Pariſh in 
« general; and oftentimes, for want of knowing 
«© their Duty, have incurred ſevere Penalties, which 
& has occaſioned the Ruin of themſelves and Fami- 


& lies; and alſo the Poor have been deprived of that 


ſi) See Conſiderations, &c, page g. 
| ( ) See Remarks, page 10. and 11. 
{) See Conſedergtions, &c. p 
im) See Preface to the .= at l, concerning the Pro- 


on of the Poor, 


a peceſſary 


* 
3 f. 25 1 | * 

cc JDT ol Support and Relief which the Laws 
* have provided for them,” oo 

And on what frivolous Occaſions great Suma 
have been expended, may be ſeen in a (n) Col- 
lection of Seſſions Caſes touching Settlements, 
adjudged in the Court of King's Bench; and 
alſo = (o) Foley's Laws relating to the Poor, 
with Caſes adjudged in the Court of King s-Bench, 
upon the ſeveral Cauſes of them, 

The ConsIDERER likewiſe intimates, that the 
Lawyers begin to cry out for want of Work, and - 
wiſh for a new Act, which always brings freth 
Trade. It is allowed, that a new Act, which only 
amends and explains any others in being, will very 
probably bring along with it ſufficient Trade: But 
if the Laws relating to the Poor were reduced into 
One, it ſurely might be made ſo explicit as to 
leave little Room' for Diſputes, eſpecially if it abo- 
liſhed parochial Intereſts. „ 

The 11th Page (ↄ) of the Conſiderations is taken 
up in expoſing the miſchievous Effects of a Scheme 
to provide for the Poor of a whole County in One 
Place. Now it can be made appear, that the Cox - 
s1bERER, not in this Place only, but through the 
Whole of his Pamphlet, has raiſed a Bugbear to 
frighten his Reader; that he has erected an ima- 
ginary Caſtle, only to ſhew how dextrouſly he 
can attack, and ſuceeſsfully demoliſh it, 

The Scheme of ) Sir Fofiah Child comprehends 
the Cities of London, Weſtminſter, the Borough of 
Southwark, and all Places within the Bills of 2 — 


) See Seſſions Caſes adjudged in the Court of King's- us 
o) See Foley's Laws 5/79 to the Poor, 
) See Conſiderations, &c. page 11. 


( See Sir Zoſeah Child, page 90, 91. 
g) 7 0 


: | 
| [ 26} 
ality. ; which + indeed be tacked; upon 
large ProvINce : But if we reflect upon — Une 
when that Author wrote, and the prodigious Increaſe 
of Buildings, that have been ſince added on all Sides; 
the Province was not ſo large when his Propoſal 
was made, as it now appears: And it is plain, that 
Pre eat Man had in View the erecting within- that 
ROVINCE ſeveral Workhouſes, Hoſpitals, and 
Houſes of Correction. 
As to the Propoſals recommended by Lord chief 
Juſtice (7) Hale, and others mentioned in the Re- 
marks, they are ſo far from including whole Coun- 


ties, chat they were all confined to much ſmaller 


Diviſions : As the REMARKER very juſtly obſerves, 
that they all agree in theſe fundamental Points (5), 
«« That the 7 of the Poor ought not to be left 
*, any longer to each Pariſh; bu 1 every County 
te ſhould be divided into larger Diſtricts for that 

« Purpoſe, ” c. And to take the Senſe of the 

Author of the Remarks, who very juſtly ſays; 

Page 35. (t) © None of theſe Authors have pre- 

« tended to determine the Extent of theſe Di- 

« ſtricts, which is beſt left to the Wiſdom of Par 

« Jiament,” 

And that there was no determined Intention of 
roviding for the Poor of a whole County in One 
lace, is evident as well from the () Reſolutions of 

the Houſe of Commons, in 1735. as from the Sub- 

ſtance of a Bill brought in, in 1736. in purſuance of 
thoſe Reſolutions. 


r) See the Remarks, &c. pages 26. and 31. 
(s) Ibid. page 34. 
t) Eid. page 35. 
(u) Ibid. page 58. 


In 
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(w) Im which Bill it was referred to the Juſtices 
at . to 11 out the Counties into 


t Diſtricts they got Þ 2 ; 

(a) Although, oP End of the Page now 4 
fore me, it is {aid to be a great Miltake to to 1 
that the Cons1DERER has faid all this in ape pts to 
cry down the new propoſed County- method, merely 
at the ſame time to raiſe and enforce the old one, 
in a manner he is about to hint; yet, I believe ſuch 
a Soggeſtion would be his beft Excuſe, and fave 
him from a worſe Imputation. 

To give us another Specimen of this Author's 
Inconſiſtency, it is entertaining enough to confront 
what he advances in the Midſt of his wild Scheme 
with what he ſays in Page 23. He propoſes in the 
former, that (y) the Juſtices of theſe Special Seſſions 


ſhould be allowed Half a Guinea a Day for their 


Expence; and yet, ſome time after, he can aſſert, 
that (z) Magiftracy there muſt be; and to have it 
with any Effect, it muſt be made reſpeZtable, 

The Honour of ſerving their Country in the 
Commiſſion is ſufficient to engage proper Perſons 
to act; nor would they be influenced by the Pro- 
poſal of Profit : They will diſregard — Loſs and 
Expence attending the Diſcharge of their Office; 
and thereby beſt prevent any Circumſtances of Dif- 
grace going along with it, 

To purſue this Author through all his Abſurdi- 
ties is endleſs : However, a very conſiderable one, I 
think, remains ſtill behind. After complaining thag 


(w) See the Remarks, &c. page 60. 
(x) See Conſiderations, &c. Page II, 
(y) 1bid. page 13. 
(z) Ibid. page 23, 
many 


() many Gentlemen of Five hundred Pounds a 
| Year Eſtate and upwards, are left out of the Com- 


miſſion of Peace; he propoſes it ſhould be enacted, 
That every Gentleman ſo poſſefled might at any 

Aſſizes, when the Commiſſion is read over, require 
his Name to be added; exhibiting at the ſame time 
his Qualification, and acting at his Peril, if it proves 
a falſe one. e 

And this modeſt Propoſal is introduced with a 
Would there be any Harm? The Anſwer to which 
is very eaſy, That ſuch a Proceeding would be nei- 
ther decent nor ſafe. | ; 

It would be indecent ; becauſe it would encroach 
upon the Royal Prerogative. The Crown is the 
Fountain of Honour; and yet this Author here 
would provide for the Derivation of Honour merely 
from the bare Poſſeſſion of an Eſtate, 

Nor is it ſafe ; becauſe by this Means the Power 
would be indiſcriminately placed; it would be 
lodged equally in Perſons well affected and diſ- 
affected; and no Eſtabliſhment would be ſecure. 

And his Motives to this Propoſal are ſo trifling, 
that they are ſcarce worth mentioning They were 
in order (4) that the Gentlemen in the Commiſſion 
might be ſecure of having good Company; or, at 
leaſt, not to be deprived of the beſt, that each 
Neighbourhood affords, - But can it be imagined, 
that Gentlemen, who have the Honour of his. Ma- 
jeſty's Commiſſion, would condeſcend to act with 
thoſe who would thus forcibly obtrude themſelves 

them; often againſt the Intereſt, ever againſt 
the Inclinations, of the Government ? He might, 
with as much Modeſty, have propoſed, That for 


(a) See Conſiderations, &C, page 24. 
(6) Ibid. | 
5 the 
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the future. it ſhould not be in the Power of the 
Crown to iſſue out Commiſſions of the Peace; fince 

he would thus effectually provide, that the Office 
of Juſtice of the Peace ſhould be hereditary in an 
Family poſſeſſed of Five Hundred a Vear. A mo 
unbecoming and preſumptive Propoſal ! 

Having reviewed the moſt material Particulars 
that occur in the Confiderations, with regard to the 
Maintenance and Employ of the Poor, it is high 
time to take leave of the Author, when he does of 
his Subject. But as he would endeavour to divert 
the Reader from the main Point, and place before 
him ſome very popular Objects, it will not be amiſs 
to follow him in his Digreſſions, and ſee whether 
he is in them alſo equally juſt and candid. | _ 

From the Succeſs of the (c) Briſtol Scheme he 
inſinuates, That it does not from thence follow, 

that a County Diviſion is better than a Parochial 
one for the Kingdom in general: Which is a Con- 
cluſion by no means to be admitted: And the Au- 
thor has himſelf ſuggeſted the Reaſons. Briſtol be- 
ing a maritime City, full of Merchants, and conſi- 
derable Men, who are generally more ready to give 
a little of their Time to publick Affairs than thoſe 
who have nothing at all to do; and from whoſe 
Care, and prudent Management, the well and cha- 
ritably diſpoſed People were encouraged to become 
Benefactors, when with Pleaſure they ſaw their 
Donations ſo well applied; and Sudbury and Col- 
cheſter being Towns more thinly inhabited, and by 
thoſe too, not ſo capable of conducting ſuch an 
Affair; it is no more to be wondered at, that the 
very ſame Scheme ſhould ſucceed in the one, and 
fail in the others, than that Oeconomy and ill Ma- 
nagement ſhould have different Effects. And it is 


(e) See Conſiderations, page 17, 18. 


demon- 


t. 30 Ty | 
Amon that could the fame right Manage- 


ment that was the Cauſe of Succeſs to. = Brea | 
Scheme, be carried into the larger Diſtricts, it would 
meet with the ſame Encoursgemeat, and produce 


the ſame good Ends. 

And from the ill Succeſs of the Scheme in the 
Towns of Suabury and Culcheſler, J argue, it will 
not from thence follow. that a Parochial is better 
than a County Diviſion for. the: Kingdom in general. 

When he ſpeaks of (d). Electioneering, the Means 


he propoſes preventing Idleneſs and Drunken- 


neſs among the an People are moſt wild, and un- 
likely to ſucceed. He propoſes, That, in all- Bo- 
3 not having 200 Votes, the Freeholders of 


A County of 40 or 50 Pounds a Year ſhould have a 


Right of voting: Which, fays he, the ſmall Bo- 
roughs would like; becauſe it would bring much 
Company, and occaſion che ſpending a great deal of 


Money. This Alteration, inſtead of leſſening, ſeems 
rather calculated to introduce. a greater Degree of 


Riot, Drunkenneſs, and Extravagance: For if a 
few Voters cannot be reſtrained from Intemperance, 


what Exceſſes miglit not be 8 in thoſe Bo- 


roughs, when ſuch a Number of Freeholders-of the 


County were let in upon them? 


Whether ſuch a Method would disfranchiſe a 


Borough or no, it is not material to enquire; certain 


it is, that it would injure the Burghers in a tender 
Point; becauſe their Intereſts in the Privileg e and 
Right of voting would. be intirely alle up 


.and-loſt, when it once came to be.thus.mixed and 


blended with a County, from what they now enjoy 
among themſelves, within the Limits of their Bo- 


rough. e 
(4) See Gone * from page 20. to 23. 
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(e) The Author alſo propoſes ſome things for the 
Aae of Ireland, T thereby oF gain over 
all who have that particular Intereſt at Heart, and 

enlarge his Party, To this End he takes up a Subs 
ject of a very popular Nature: With what Judg- 
ment and Candour he has treated it, the impartial 
Reader may judge by the following State of the 
Caſe. | 

It has been thought proper by the Legiſlature, in 
Conſideration of its Importance to the Welfare of 
theſe Kingdoms, that Great Britain and Ireland 
ſhould be prohibited from exporting their Wool to 
foreign Parts : | | | 

Alfo that a Duty ſhould be paid upon the Import 
into England of all Jriſo Woollen and Bay Yarn 
- which has ſince been taken off by an Act of the 
-12th-of his. preſent Majeſty; only under the Limi- 
+ tation of-certain Ports for the Exportation from 
Treland, and Importation into England. x 
the Act above referred to is intitled, An A# 
for taking off the Duties upon Woollen and Bay Yarn, 
imported from Ireland into England ; and for the 
more effetlual preventing the Exportation of Wool 
from Great Britain, and of Wool, and Wool manu- 
Factured, from Ireland to foreign Parts. | 

By this Act it appears, That a very large Duty 
had been laid upon Woollen and Bay Varn, im- 
ported into England, to which thoſe Commodities 
were ſubject, according to the Book of Rates an- 
nexed to the Act of Tonage and Poundage, made 
in · the 12th of Charles II.; and that ſeveral further 
Duties had been laid by ſubſequent Acts of Parlia- 


9 See Confiderations, &c. from page 18. to 21. 1 
Y See Statutes at large, 13th of George 2d, cap. 21. jth 
vol. Page 280. | 

ment, 
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ment, which together were called the Old Subſidy, 
the One- third Subſidy, and the Two-thirds Subſidy; 
Part of which was granted for ever, ſubject to a 
Redemption by Parliament, and Part to his Majeſty 
for Life. Notwithſtanding this Appropriation, the 
Legiſlature had the Welfare of Ireland ſo much at 
heart, as to ſubject the Aggregate Fund, to make 
good what, on a Medium, for Seven Vears then laſt 


paſt, ſhould appear to have been the Amount of 


the ſaid Duty, to his Majeſty for Life, and to the 
ſeveral publick Creditors, or other Perſon or Per- 
ſons, Bodies Politick or Corporate, having Intereſt 
or Securities in the Money ariſing by the faid 
Duties. | 

And by the 5th Section of the ſaid Act it is pro- 
vided, That there is Liberty to export from Ireland 
for England, not only Wool, and Woollen and Bay 
Yarn, but alſo their Wool manufactured in all 
' Shapes; wiz. Wool-fells, Shortlings, Mortlings, 
| Wool-flacks, Worſted-yarn, Cloth, Serge, Bays, 
Kerſies, Says, Frizes, Druggets, Cloth, Serges, Shal- 


loons, Stuffs, and other Draperies, and Woollen Ma- 


nufactures, or mixed with Wool or Wool-flocks. 
Since the Enacting of which Law, Iam informed 


by Perſons acquainted with the Woollen Trade, 


that our Markets here have been as open for Triſb 
as Engliſh Woollen Yarn ; which is as much more 
for the Benefit of Ireland than exporting the Wool 
to France, as the Value of the preparing Wool 
for, and the Spinning ; which employ many Thou- 
fands of Hands in that Country : The Truth of this 
Fact will appear upon the Bills of Entry at Briſtol, 
and the ſereral other Ports by Law appointed for 


Importation. 
| And 


AJ 


— 
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145 RY beg Leave to obſerve further, That 
the Manufactures of the ſeveral. Specics in which 
Ne: Woollen and Bay Yarn is wrought up, and f thy 
which. Feland receives at leaſt 1 50,000 /. per Ann. 
would take a much larger Quantity, 1 they could | 
or would. ſend it. | 

Where then is the Neceſſity of bu rning, or throw: 

ing the 1ri/þ Wool into the Sea, when here is a 
Market for that, or (what is yet more advantageous 
to them) their Yara ; and upon Terms equal to 
that of our own Growth and Manufacture? 

This being the true State of the Caſe, all he has 
advanced and concluded from thence, deſerves but 
little Notice, as it tends only to inflame and create 
Jealouſies and Suſpicions in the Minds of the Sub- 
jects, 
f An Inſtance of which is very claring and conſpi- 
guous (g) in the ſaid Digreſfion, where, after having 
ſuppoſed the People of. Ireland pro ted from 
working up the Products of the th, and from 
ſelling them to their Nahbours: "he cries out, 
One would be apt to think, that a judicial In- 
« fatuation muſt attend a Ped ple who ſuffer 15 
% Tyranny and Folly to prevail e BB 

The Reader will excuſe me, if 1 once more ro⸗ 
mind him, and preſs it upon his Attention, that the 
Cons1DERER's Scheme of providing for the Poor 
of a County in One Place, is a Scheme entirely 
his own; the Child of his own Imagination: No 
Propofals (as I know of) that have as yet appeared 
in Print, give any Countenance to the Suppoſition; 
and the Phantom ſeems raiſed only to frighten us 
from attempting the neceſſary Alteration, ol 


(g) See Conſiderations Kc. page 19, 
ps 1 I have 
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I have now gone through the ſeveral Paſſages in 
the Conſiderations, which ſeem more immediately 
to require Notice. I have impartially examined 
them, and as fully as the preſent Criſis will admit; 
theſe Subjects being at this Juncture under the No- 
tice of Parliament. And it is incumbent on me, 
before I take Leave of that Pamphlet, to declare to 
the Publick, that theſe Annotations do not flow 
from any Prejudice or Malevolence to the Author, 
but ſpring purely from a Contrariety of Sentiments, 
and an honeſt Diſapprobation of his Propoſals and 
Principles. And the Reader will the more readily 
aſſent to this, when I declare further, that I am no 
leſs a Stranger to the Gentleman, whoſe Thoughts 
J have here taken the Freedom to examine, than 
to him whoſe deſerving Performance demands ſo 
much of my Efteem. | | 
From the frequent Occaſions that have offered 
for citing and vindicating the Remarks, left I ſhould 
be thereby impeached of Partiality, or ſuſpected to 
approve of every Part of his Scheme, and to cloſe 
entirely with the Opinion of that Gentleman, it is 
neceſſary that I now point out the few Particulars 
wherein we differ, and aſſign the Reaſons for that 
Difference. And theſe few Diſagreements, being 
mixed in with many Parts that I approve of and 
commend, will neceſſarily oblige me, as they oc- 
cur, to ſignify my Approbation of them. | 
The Firſt material Objection I have to the Re- 
MARKER's Scheme, 1s his ay N an () equal 
County- Rate; and in this he differs in Opinion from 
Sir Jg ab Child and Mr. Cary, who think that 


) See the Remarks, &c. page 45. - 
the 


ein 
the Money ſhould not be raiſed by equal Rate 
throughout the Diſtrict; but ſhould be charged on 
each Pariſh, in Proportion to what they paid be- 
fore: And their Opinion is ſupported by this very 
good Reaſon, Becauſe all Pariſhes do not receive 
equal Advantage from this Scheme. Admitting 
what the REMarkeR ſays to have ſome Weight, 
that, the Poor being fluctuating, all Pariſhes may, 
at ſome time or other, be equally burdened, 
E the impoſing the equal County-Tax muſt 
ring along with it ſuch diſagreeable Alterations 
(which the Reader will beſt ſuggeſt), and to 
which the Landed Gentlemen would be particu- 
larly averſe ; that, I am of Opinion, this very 
Clauſe would be ſufficient to prevent the Succeſs 
of any Bill. 

Befides, ſuch a Rate would throw the Burde 
entirely upon the Land, -and free the Trading 
People, who at preſent are every-where ſubject, 
and in many Places are charged, and do pay, in 
proportion to their Stocks: Agreeable to the Opi- 
nion of Lord Chief Juſtice Hale, (i) that Stocks 
are as well by Law rateable as Lands, both to the 
Relief and raifing a Stock for the Poor. 

There is another Circumſtance that has an un- 
amiable Aſpect, and ſeems to carry ſome Terror 
elong with it; and that is, the propoſing () © that 
** Commiſſions ſhould be yearly iſſued, under the 
<« Great Seal, ro Perſons of the firſt Rank and Emi- 
e nence throughout the Kingdom to viſit and inſpect 
« all the Houſes in the ſeveral Diſtricts. Such a 
Circumſtance, though intended to ſerve a good Pur- 


(i) See Judge Hale, p. 120. 
(+) See the Remarks, &c, page 50. 
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poſe, might yet intimidate and diſcourage many 
from engaging in the Management, who would be 
otherwiſe both liberal Bencfactors, and - uſeful 
Members of the Corporation. The End for which 
this is propoſed, might as fully, and much more 
agreeably, be anſwered, by laying an Account 
of the Proceedings in each Diſtrict before the 
Quarter-Seſſions, from them to be tranſmitted to 
Parliament. | 

The Bill likewiſe of 1747. ſtands liable to Ob- 
jections; and it is apprehended the Reaſon why it 
did not paſs the Houſe of Lords, was, becauſe the 
Guardians could have little Inducement to under- 
take the Charge, being appointed more on account 
of their Station and Fortune, than any pre=conſulted 
Inclinations ; notwithſtanding they were (1) Perſons 
the moſt eminent, for Quality, Dignity, Office, and 
Eſtate, in each County. 3 

Their Numbers likewiſe would moſt probably 
impede and clog the conducting theſe Affairs; it 
being a juſt Obſervation, that all Buſineſs is moſt 
effectually and expeditiouſly executed by a few well 
appointed Managers; and eſpecially where they 
are prompted to it by voluntary Choice. 
Neither 1s it ſurpriſing, that this Bill did not paſs 
the Houſe of Lords, when it fo provided that there 
was but little Probability of any Benefactions to 
ariſe ; the Benefactors being rated fo high, and ſub- 
ject to the extravagant Contribution of 100/. per 
Annum. A diſcouraging Circumſtance, when we 
conſider the other Guardians, who, whether they 
had the Succeſs of the Scheme at Heart, or not 


(1) See Preface to the Remarks, &c. page vii, 1 
| were 


1 

were to have the Honour of being Guardians for 
Life, merely from their Eminence and Fortune, and 
ſubject to no Contribution, This was a Propoſal 
very inconfiſtent with the () Preamble of his 
Bill; in which he ſeems to have an Eye princi- 
dally to the ſeveral Hoſpitals and Infirmaries of 
lite eſtabliſhed and maintained by voluntary Cha- 


 rities. 


If, in the framing his Bill, he had a little more 
adopted the Plan of the faid Hofpitals, there 
would have been a greater Probability of Bene- 
factions, by rendering the Conditions eaſier to the 
Contributors; and would thereby have invited 
many into the Management who would be more 
likely to attend, and are more converſant in ſuch 
Matters. | 
But ftill there would have been greater Probabi- 
lity, I conceive, of Benefits to have ariſen from 
that Bill, had it been formed agreeable to the 1ſt, 
2d, 4th, and 5th, (a) fundamental Points, agreed on 
by all the Schemes mentioned in the Remar#s : pre- 
ſerving the Liberty of relieving or employing a 
a poor Family, under their accidental and occaſional 
Wants or Diſtreſſes; ſuffering them, at the fame 
time, to reſide in their own Habitations ; (as has 
been before quoted from Sir Fofiah Child and the 
REMARKER): forming his Corporation on Mr. Cary's 
Schemes, which he ſeems beſt to approve of, and 
which are to be ſeen, page 47 : Admitting every 
Benefactor of ſome certain Sum, to be a Member 
of that Corporation for Life ; and every annual Be- 
nefactor of ſome certain Sum, to continue a Mem- 


(m) See Rebe, &c. page 71. 
Un) Sec the Remarks, page os | 
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der during the Continuance of ſuch annual Con- 
tribution: Requiring no. Oaths or Teſts, nor any 
other Qualification of the Benefactor than the Sub- 
ſcription: And providing, that ſuch as are to be 
the Repreſentatives of the Pariſhes, be choſen, not 
neceſſarily by -Freeholders only, but by Veſtry ; 
which Method will beſt ſuit the Pariſhes in and 
near the Metropolis: And I do not foreſee, that 
any Diſadvantage can ariſe from it to the more 
diſtant Parts. ny 
And if the Gifts of the Benefactors were to be 
applied to the Uſe of their own Diſtricts, it would 
be the Means of promoting more liberal Bene- 
factions, than it thoſe Gifts were to be paid into 
the Hands of the County-Treaſurer, to be diſtri- 
buted at large throughout the County. I appre- 
hend the Difference would be more than Ten to 
One; becaule every one will be glad to promote 
that particulat Workhouſe or Hoſpital, &c. in which 
the Poor of his own Pariſh and Neighbourhood are 
| to be provided for, and which is to be governed 
| and conduQed by Perſons of their own Acquaint- 
ance, and of whoſe Integrity, and prudent Ma- 
nagement they have a good Opinion. Whereas, - 
were their Donations to be diſtributed to the Coun- 
ty at large, that Spirit of Liberality would be much 
checked aid diſcouraged. 
And the Reaſon of my Opinion is this ; becauſe 
I can afſert from my own Knowlege, that many 
BenefaQors to the Hoſpitals, which have been lately 
ſet on foot, and ſo happily ſucceeded (the London, 
the Foundling, St. Luke's, and the ſeveral — 
have chearfully and largely contributed towards 
their Support, merely from a Perſuaſion of the right 
Application of their Gifts, and (ſatisfied with the 
| Opinion 
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Opinion they have entertained of thoſe who have 


the Management) have never attended any of 
their Meetings, nor even once viſited their Build- 
* | 

* Conſonant to this is the Opinion of Sir Fofiah 
Cbild, who ſays, that © Three Fourths, at leaſt, of 
< the Stock muſt iſſue from the Charity of the 
« People; as I doubt not but it will to a greater 
i Proportion, if they be ſatisfied in the Managers 
t thereof; but if otherwiſe, not the Fortieth; I 
* might ſay, not the Hundredth Part.“ 

Beſides, a County-Diſtribution might be liable to 
Perverfion, and tend to the Countenance and Sup- 
port of bad Oeconomy in ſome Parts; for thoſe 
Diſtricts which are prudent in their Management, 
will neceſſarily be deprived of Part of their Share, 
which muſt go towards making up the Deficiency 
of other Diſtricts, occaſioned by their ill Manage- 
ment, and Want of Care. 

Nor does it tend more to the Encouragement 
of ill Management, than to the damping of that 
Spirit of Emulation, which would be otherwiſe 
excited in the ſeveral Diſtricts, who ſhould ſucceed 

beſt. 

The Objections I have here offered to ſome Part 
of the REMARKER's Scheme, are ſubmitted to the 
Author himſelf, and the impartial Reader : They 
are only offered as the Reaſons on which I ground 
my differing from him in Opinion, upon theſe par- 
ticular Parts. 

I would here beg Leave to ſuggeſt an Opinion, 
that it probably would be a -Chnvenincs to Pa- 


(#) See Sir Jeſſah Child, page 100. | 
| riſhes, 


| [4] | 

riſhes, and an Advantage to the Poor, if-if was per- 
mitted to ſuch Pariſhes as ſhould approve of it, that 
they might be impowered to appaint a Perſon to 
be Overſeer, with a Salary annexed, to execute that 
Part of the Office which relates to the collecting 
the Money, and accounting for the ſame, giving 
ſufficient Security; doing all the other Acts of that 
Office, except aſſeſſing and diſtributing the Money, 
and Maintenance of the Poor; the other Powers 
of the. Office to centre in the Pariſh under the Di- 
rection of Veſtry, or as the Parliament may other- 
wiſe think fit to appoint: By which means, inſtead 
of the Maſter, he would become the Servant to the 
Pariſh, and be thereby more under Controul ; Mo- 
neys would be better collected, and accounted for; 
thoſe Inconveniencies which ariſe from. the Inexpe- 
rience of the Officers, avoided ; and the Pariſhes 
would not be liable to ſuffer by Law-ſuits, without 
their Knowlege and Conſent. . * 373 11 

By which means alſo, if the. Overſeer, ſo ap- 
pointed, upon his good Behaviour, is continued, 
he would grow every Lear more and more 
converſant in his Duty: Whereas, as the Caſe 
now ſtands, the Overſeer, - before he comes to 
be acquainted with his Duty, is out of his 
Office. (ot 3 
With regard to the Expence it might occaſion 
to the Pariſhes, in diſtant Parts, it would be very 

little; and though in the Suburbs of the Metro- 
polis it would be greater, yet I apprehend it would 
be very readily borne ; becauſe, as the principal 
Reaſon for appointing the Overſeers out of the Pa- 
riſhioners ſeems to have been, in order that they 


might all ſhare in the Burden of the Office, they 
would 


. 
would with Pleaſure ſhare in that Expence, which 
took off from them ſuch a Burden. * 

The humane Reader will eaſily pardon me, if I 
here digreſs a little to ſpeak of a common Evil, little 
known, and till lefs attended to. | 

Ic is'a Complaint, and of a ſhocking Nature, that 
the Bodies of drowned Men are ſuffered to float up 
and down the River for many Days together ; and 
if they happen to ground on the Shore, they are 
permitted to lay there till the next Flood takes them 
off again: And if by Accident they remain there 
longer, to prevent a Nuiſance, perhaps, a Hole is 
dug under Shore, and the emaciated Corpſes are 
flung in. 

10 prevent this frequent Inſtance of Inhumani- 

ty, ſuppoſe. the firſt Diſcoverer of ſuch a Corpſe 
ſhould be intitled to fome (mall Reward upon his 
bringing the Body to the neareſt Shore, to be paid: 
him by the Officers of the Pariſh, on giving No- 
tice ; who ſhould be obliged to give the beſt De- 
ſcription they can of the Body, in ſome publick 
Paper; and if owned, the Body to be reſtored to 
their Friends, paying the Expences ; it not, to be 
buried in the ſaid Pariſh Burial-Place. 

This is inſerted, only that the Cafe may be more 
publickly known; and, if poſſible, ſome Remedy 
applied : Whether it is of ſuch Importance, as to 
aſk the Notice of the Legiflature, muſt be ſubmit- 
ted to their Wiſdom. 

But to reſume the main Point : 

If it is poſſible there ſhould ſubſiſt a Project > 
wild (which has been already ſuggeſted, and ſpoken 
to) as to aboliſh all the Laws in being, relating to 
the Poor, and leave them — random Charity; ſuch 

Ml 
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a Scheme is ſelf-evidently contrary and © oppoſite to 
every Scheme that would provide for the better 
Maintenance of the Poor. 

It is ſo irrational, that it cannot be cee to 
enter into the Mind of Man ! And how ridiculous 
the Abturdity, to think that taking away the inſuf- 
ficient Proviton already eſtabliſhed, can be a Means 
of promoting their Relief, and adding to their Main- 

tenance ! 

Since the Order of the Houſe of Commons, of 
the 17th of December, 1751. for the bringing in a 
Bill for the better Maintehance and Employment 
of poor Children, within that Part of Great Bri- 
tain called England; I have ſeen Sir Richard 
Lloyd's Pripokel. for the Employment of the Poo 

and the Amendment of their Morals: Which 1 
have very carefully and often examined; and am 
convinced, that that Gentleman muſt have taken in- 
| defatigable Pains to enable himſelf to make ſo uſeful 
a Propoſal. It ſeems extremely well calculated to 
ſerve the Purpoſes for which it is intended; namely, 
the preſerving the riſing Generation from 'the Vices 
and Corruptions ſo glaring and notorious in the 
lower People. It will undoubtedly, in time, effec- 
tually heal theſe Diſorders, and raiſe up a Set of 
People inured to Induſtry, and unacquainted with' 
Debauchery. But as this is a diſtant Proſpe& ; it 
is to be wiſhed, That a Gentleman, whoſe Zeal is 
ſo warm for the Relief and Employ of the Poor, 
and whoſe Abilities to point out and propoſe the 
Methods neceſſary to the accompliſhing thoſe Ends, 
are ſo eminent and well known; it is to be 
wiſhed, I fay, that a Gentleman fo diſtinguiſhed- 
would ſtrike out a more extenſive Scheme; to re- 


claim, 
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 elalm, if poſſible, ' the preſent Race, and, by ſome 
ſalutary Methods, remove every Temptation from 
the Poor of becoming either miſchievous, : or even 
uſeleſs Members of the Community. wap 

And it is not to be doubted but the 2 
will give all. Aſſiſtance and Encouragement to the 
accompliſhing this good End; Eſpecially when it 
is conſidered, that His Majrsrr, at the Opening 
the laſt Seſſions of Parliament, in 1750. very earneſt- 
ly recommends to the Parliament, the ſu ppreſſing 
thoſe Outrages and Violences, which are inconſiſt- 
ent with all good Order and Government, and 
endanger the Tas and Properties of his Sub- 

jects: 

f And, beſides, the ſame Royar Care was {til 
more ſtrongly expreſſed at the Opening of the pre- 
ſent Seſſions by his MajzsTr, in recommending **in 
te the moſt earneſt Manner, to conſider ſeriouſly of 
«© ſome effectual Proviſions to ſuppreſs thoſe auda- 
& cious Crimes of Robbery and Violence, which 
* are now become ſo frequent, eſpecially about 
« this great Capital; and which have proceeded, 

« in a great meaſure, from that profligate Spirit of 
* Irreligion, Idleneſs, Gaming, and Extravagance, 

* which has of late extended itſelf in an uncom- 
mon Degree.” 

And it 1s ſelf-evident; that there is nothing can 
effectually cure and prevent theſe Outrages, but the 
making a competent Proviſion for the Maintenance 
and Employ of the Poor. 

After this, I ſuppoſe, nothing can be further re- 
quired to prompt Gentlemen to the taking theſe 
momentous and neceſſary Subjects into their moſt 
ferious Conſiderations ; Of ſuch Moment are they, 

In 
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iran of thit great and jydicious Man: Sit 
Joſſab Child, that () he fays, * e 
of Parljament were employed on this fingular 
*. Gn I think, it would be vis ſpent as 
| the Glory of God, and Good of this 
K that noble and worthy 
be Nu can be cmployed'3 . 
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60 ) See Sir Fo/iab Child's Diſcourſe, page 5 


